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Introduction
The Maya were indigenous people that thrived in Mesoamerica growing into an advanced complex civilization. The Maya occupied present-day western Honduras, Guatemala, El Salvador, eastern and southern Mexico and Belize.   The Maya dates from 250 to 900 AD
 ( Douglas et al,(2016).  The Maya left behind architecture as they not only build massive stone pyramids but also sculptures and temples. The Maya also left behind distinctive cuisine, as well as languages that have tremendously influenced the modern world.  Hunters and gatherers presence in central America pulled for thousands of years. However, during the Pre-classic period, people settled into permanent village life laying the foundation of early Maya cities.  Apart from farming, religion is another pivotal factor in the success of the Maya civilization.  This essay will deeply discuss Maya's religion including its origin and key teachings. Further, it will look at writing and science and governance as two of the primary factors affecting complex civilizations such Maya Civilization. 
The Maya religion was based on a pantheon of gods including the sun moon rain among others.  Although the Maya followed several deities, Itzamnaaj was the most central.  Itzamnaaj was considered as the lord over the most central conflicting forces in the universe such a death and life, night and day, sky and earth (Jarus, 2017).  Itzamnaaja was usually depicted as a two-headed serpent or reptile.  The region expanded in the region as many people got to worship this god. Further, the different kings also provided guidance on religious matters and since their word was the law they assisted in spreading the religion in different parts of the society. 
The religion was based on believing that everything was sacred "was imbued in different degrees with an unseen power or sacred quality," called Kuh, meaning divine or sacred (Jarus, 2017). The Maya religion was also taught that everyone had a life force.  Due to this believe the Maya people made sacrifices to their deities including human sacrifice.  However, human sacrifices were only made on special occasions such during the inauguration of a new ruler. Human sacrifices were also linked to the ball game as it had religious, or symbolic meaning.  According to  Douglas et al, (2016) the Maya also had a blood sacrifice involving bloodletting since they believed that life force could be transferred to a god by draining the individual's blood in their temples.  The religion also included the stories of demonic creatures as "sipak."  Further  Maya royalty was considered as semi-divine and their blood particularly kings was significant in their rituals. 
The Mayan government was an integral factor in the region as it united its subjects.  Politically the civilization revolved around city-states. However, it was highly hierarchical at one point as the city-states were reigned by an aristocratic ruling class. A king was at the helm. This ruling class unified the Mayan civilization. Some the city-states included Tulum, Kabah and Coba among others.  The ruling class also ensured law and order and ensured adherence to the laws by the subjects.  The city-state kings also ensured peaceful coexistence with its neighbors which propelled its success.  The ballooning number of people, food supply needs as well as defense needs led to the creation of a government in Mayan civilization. 
Writing and science- writing and science was an integral factor in life of complex civilizations.  According to Jarus,  (2017) kings, rulers, artisans, religious leaders and merchants used writing to record events.   Writing was also used as a form of creative expression. Mayans were incredibly gifted in writing and science.  The Mayan civilization used writing and science for different purposes such as developing interlocking calendars.  Mayans also invented the zero concepts and could make difficult calculations. 
Conclusion 
The Mayan civilization had several strengths that made it stand out and last a long period.  The civilization was built and revolved around city-states that were self-governing. These city-states also engaged in trade. The civilization practised organized agriculture ensuring that it had a constant supply of food.  Douglas et al, (2016) states that the Mayans also practiced fishing as a source of food.  As earlier mentioned the civilization also had writing and science as a vital feature. Religion also played a pivotal role in its success. However, Mayan civilization had a weakness that led to its collapse.  Internal warfare among city-states led to the deterioration of trade and food production as people could not practice farming in the midst of conflict.  Further Mayan political, economic and social systems began to weaken.  Diseases also led to population decrease as people either died or fled the region. Although the civilization was advanced to overpower other it eventually collapsed from about AD 790 to 889 (Jarus, 2017).
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